
Mitcham Common Conservators Meeting, 9 March 2016:
Friends of Mitcham Common (acting) Chairman’s report

Spring 2016 Magpie 
We have recently circulated the new Magpie by email and by post. Copies have bene 
provided on the table and we hope everyone finds it an enjoyable read!

Save the Hackbridge Bridges 
In the latest Magpie, we have highlighted the Wandle Valley Forum campaign to save 
the two railway bridges north of Hackbridge from demolition by Network Rail in 
May.  These are adjacent to Mitcham Common and a vital part of the infrastructure 
for the new open space being created at the heart of Wandle Valley Regional Park. 

WVF are working with community groups and voluntary organisations to 
demonstrate the public support for their retention.  They already have support from 
the local MP (Tom Brake), Wandle Valley Regional Park Trust, local councillors and a 
fast growing petition which has over 600 signatories.

The Friends of Mitcham Common are lending our support to the Wandle Valley 
Forum in this campaign. We are encouraging our members to sign the petition to 
save the bridges, and I have written a letter to Councillor Godfrey urging the 
Conservators to write to both Network Rail and Sutton Council to stop the 
demolition and find a long-term solution to maintenance of the bridges.

‘Clean for the Queen’ 
The Friends participated in three clean ups of the Common and nearby over the 4 
and 5 March. This was in aid of the ‘Clean for the Queen’ initiative. Areas tackled 
include from the Goat to the Croydon Road roundabout (in tandem with Merton 
Council), Watneys Road, and the area around Three Kings Pond. Several more bags of 
litter have been collected.

As a follow up to this, I would like to get views about whether the Conservators and 
the Friends could work in partnership to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday in some 
way? This was successful with the crater plaque last year, so perhaps we could do 
something similar? Perhaps a tree planting like the Queen Mother’s Wood near the 
Fairsite? Or a new bench to commemorate this event?

Creatures on the Common 
Following an email that initially came through the Friends, and after discussion and 
agreement with Martin Boyle, David Gill from the Wandle Trust will be using the 
Common for one of his ‘Creatures on the Common’ classes. Tadpoles from one of 
the ponds will be collected, grown into frogs, and then released back into the wild on 
the Common. As I’ve mentioned many times in the past in my Friends’ updates, I 
wholeheartedly support any initiatives that encourage more children to visit the 
Common. I hope to follow up the success of this with David in the future.



Homeless person on the Common 
We had a complaint from one of our Friends that there was a homeless person 
camping on the Common just off Watneys Road. It would be good to get an update 
on whether that person has been asked to move on. There was concern on three 
accounts. Firstly, that there was a safety issue; secondly, that there were health issues 
and thirdly (and for the future), the Council and police had not acted swiftly enough 
following it being reported as the person was still there a week later.

‘Spring Blossom’, Janet Morris’ new book 
Can I make a plea to the Conservators that details of Janet’s new book ‘Spring 
Blossom’ are made available on the Mitcham Common website, including how to 
purchase a copy? I couldn’t see the information on it like Janet’s other books.

Christmas party, 12 December 
Although it seems like such a long time ago, I would just like to briefly mention the 
very successful Christmas party the Friends had in December. We organised the use 
of the Ecology Centre with Martin, and the event went very well.

Darren Stillwell 
Acting Chair, Friends of Mitcham Common
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